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BURKINA FASO: THE LAND OF THE RIGHTEOUS. 

I MOVED HERE AFTER MY STUDIES IN FRANCE, MY MOTHER‘S COUNTRY.

I WANTED TO GET TO KNOW MY FATHER’S COUNTRY AS WELL. IT WAS DIFFICULT AT FIRST.

YET EVENTUALLY I CAME TO LOVE THE LOCALS HERE: THEY ALWAYS MAINTAIN A POSITIVE 
ATTITUDE DESPITE THEIR HARD EVERYDAY LIFE. 

BURKINA FASO, THE LAND OF THE 
RIGHTEOUS.

WE OFTEN SIT AT THE WELL-KNOWN 
CAFÉ TAXI BROUSSE RIGHT IN 
THE CENTER OF OUAGADOUGOU, 
DISCUSSING LIFE, ENJOYING 
A DRINK AND GLAZING AT THE 
TRAFFIC PASSING US BY.

AND WE TALK ABOUT POLITICS, 
WONDERING WHY THE 
COUNTRY IS UNABLE TO GAIN 
A STRONG FOOTHOLD. 

SINCE MY ARRIVAL, I 
REDISCOVER MYSELF AT THE 
CENTER OF THE COUNTRY‘S 
HISTORY: A CONTINUOUS 
STRUGGLE FOR DEMOCRACY.
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IN OCTOBER 2014 I STOOD ON THE SQUARE OF NATIONS, RIGHT IN OUAGADOUGOU. A FEW 
WEEKS LATER IT WAS RENAMED TO REVOLUTION SQUARE. WE MADE THIS HAPPEN.

PRESIDENT BLAISE COMPAORÉ WANTED TO REWRITE THE CONSTITUTION. HE WANTED TO 
SECURE ANOTHER TERM IN OFFICE. HE BELIEVED ONE MORE WAS POSSIBLE, JUST AS IN THE 
PAST. FOR 27 YEARS HE HELD THE POWER. WE HAD HAD ENOUGH. 

WE PROTESTED FOR THREE DAYS, THEN COMPAORÉ STEPPED DOWN. FRANCE 
HELPED HIM LEAVE COUNTRY, FRANCE ALWAYS TAKES CARE OF ITS
BUDDIES. AND FOR ALMOST 30 YEARS, COMPAORÉ WAS FRANCE‘S BUDDY.

HIS RISE TO POWER STARTED OFF WITH A BLOODY BETRAYAL.
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ALONG WITH HIS CLOSE FRIEND THOMAS 
SANKARA, COMPAORÉ ORGANIZED A COUP ON 
AUGUST 3RD, 1983. BOTH WERE OFFICERS IN THE 
ARMY. SANKARA PROMISED A BETTER AFRICA, 
IN WHICH THE ELITES WOULD NOT ENRICH 
THEMSELVES. 

SANKARA CARED FOR EDUCATION AND HEALTH. 
AND HE BROKE OFF RELATIONS WITH FRANCE: 
FROM THEN ON, THE COUNTRY WOULD NO LONGER 
BEAR THE NAME OF A COLONY, INSTEAD BEING 
CALLED BURKINA FASO: THE LAND OF THE 
RIGHTEOUS. 

ON OCTOBER 15TH, 1987, SANKARA WAS SHOT.

COMPAORÉ ASSUMED POWER. MANY HOLD HIM 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE MURDER. TO THIS DAY, WE 
DON‘T KNOW THE TRUTH.

MANY CRIMES HAVE HAPPENED SINCE. ON 
DECEMBER 13TH, 1998, JOURNALIST NORBERT 
ZONGO WAS SHOT.  

ZONGO WAS LOOKING INTO THE MURDER OF 
THE DRIVER OF THE PRESIDENT‘S BROTHER. 
COMPAORÉ‘S BROTHER WAS A SUSPECT. 

TO THIS DAY, WE DON‘T KNOW THE TRUTH.

DICTATORS, POLITICAL MURDERS, CIVIL WARS. 
WHY IS THE HISTORY OF OUR COUNTRIES 
DRENCHED IN BLOOD?
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THIS QUESTION HAS GOT A HOLD OF ME. 
THE HISTORY OF BURKINA FASO SHOWS 
THAT ONE OF THE ANSWERS LIES IN 
EUROPE. THAT‘S WHERE I WANT TO GO.

I LEARN ABOUT THE RESEARCH CENTER 
CORRECTIV IN BERLIN. IT‘S HOME TO 
A JOURNALIST WHO ONCE LIVED IN 
OUAGADOUGOU.
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I MEET A GROUP OF DANCERS FROM NAMIBIA ON 
THE PLANE TO BERLIN. THEY TELL ME THAT THE FIRST 
GENOCIDE OF THE 20TH CENTURY HAPPENED IN THEIR 
COUNTRY, A MASSACRE OF THE HERERO PEOPLE AND 
THE NAMA PEOPLE.
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I ARRIVE IN BERLIN WHERE THE 
TEMPERATURE IS 12 DEGREES. 
20 DEGREES LESS THAN IN 
OUAGADOUGOU. 

I LEARNED GERMAN IN FRENCH 
LYCEÉ. IN THE TAXI I REALIZE 
THAT I‘VE FORGOTTEN MOST OF 
IT. WE DO NOT UNDERSTAND EACH 
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FIRST I WALK AROUND IN 
BERLIN. 

AS AN ARTIST I GREW UP IN THE 
STREET, WITH GRAFFITI. 

I LOOK AT THE HOUSES, THE WALLS, 
THE MURALS. 

I‘M SURPRISED: BERLIN IS 
DIFFERENT FROM PARIS, 
DIFFERENT FROM ANY EUROPEAN 
CITY I KNOW. 

I SEE NO HISTORIC BUILDINGS 
AT ALL. THERE‘S CONSTRUCTION 
EVERYWHERE. 

LATER I FIND OUT THAT 70 
PERCENT OF BERLIN WAS 
DESTROYED DURING THE SECOND 
WORLD WAR. 
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ONE CAN SEE TRACES OF THE PAST 
AT THE ALEXANDERPLATZ. 
THE ARCHITECTURE IS A 
PATCHWORK. 

THE BUILDINGS AT THE PRETTY 
GENDARMENMARKT WERE BUILT 
AFTER THE WAR.

AT THE END OF MY FIRST WALK 
THROUGH THE CITY I STAND BEFORE THE MEMORIAL 
CHURCH. IT‘S REMINISCENT OF THE DESTRUCTION 
FROM WAR, LIKE A WOUND AMIDST THE GLASSY 
SHOPPING ARCADES SURROUNDING IT.
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I MEET A FRIEND. SHE SHOWS ME 
AN AREA WHERE THE BERLIN WALL 
CAN STILL BE SEEN. 

THE BERNAUER STREET IS LIKE A 
SCAR THAT REMINDS YOU OF THE 
CITY‘S DECADE-LONG DIVISION.

WE CONTINUE AND GO TO THE GERMAN 
HISTORICAL MUSEUM TO LEARN MORE ABOUT 
THE GENOCIDES IN NAMIBIA. ON THE WAY 
THERE I ENCOUNTER THE MEMORY OF A MUCH 
GREATER CRIME IN THE MIDDLE OF BERLIN.
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Uprising 
of maji-Maji

COMING TO BERLIN WAS THE 
RIGHT CHOICE. IT WAS HERE, AT 
A CONFERENCE OF THE COLONIAL 
POWERS IN 1884, THAT THE 
DIVISION OF THE AFRICAN 
CONTINENT WAS DECIDED.

THE GERMAN COLONIES EXTENDED 
FROM AFRICA TO CHINA TO SOME 
ISLANDS IN THE PACIFIC. 

THE EXHIBITION EXPLAINS HOW 
THE GERMANS WERE SPREADING 
THEIR IDEOLOGY AND HOW THE 
LOCAL PEOPLE WERE PUTTING UP 
RESISTANCE.

WE VISIT THE SPECIAL EXHIBITION ON 
GERMAN COLONIAL HISTORY. IT IS SUPPOSEDLY 
THE FIRST OF THIS KIND IN GERMANY.

German historical museum
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A PHOTO SHOWS THE SURVIVORS 
OF THE MASSACRE OF THE HERERO 
PEOPLE: THE FIRST GENOCIDE 
IN THE 20TH CENTURY. 65,000 
HERERO AND 10,000 NAMA ARE 
SAID TO HAVE DIED. 

THE PHOTO REMINDS ME OF 
PICTURES OF CONCENTRATION 
CAMP SURVIVORS OF THE SECOND 
WORLD WAR. GERMANY HAS NEVER 
TAKEN RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE 
MASSACRES IN NAMIBIA.

THE GERMAN 
COLONIES WERE 
FIVE TIMES LARGER 
THAN GERMANY 
ITSELF AT THE TIME.

THIS IS ALL A LONG TIME AGO. 

IN BERLIN ONE PERSON STILL 
WISHES FOR PEACE. A STREET ARTIST 
LIKE ME.

German colonial empire
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I DRIVE FROM MY PLACE OF 
STAY TO CORRECTIV TO MEET 
FREDERIK. 

THE NEWS ROOM IS IN THE ONLY 
HISTORICAL BUILDING FAR AND WIDE. 
AN OLD ELECTRIC MOTOR FACTORY. 

IT WAS SO SEVERELY DAMAGED DURING 
WAR THAT ONLY A SMALL PART HAS 
REMAINED STANDING. 

TODAY, THE BUILDING IS A HOSTEL FOR 
SCHOOL CLASSES AND TOURISTS. AND 
THE CORRECTIV NEWS ROOM.
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I MEET FREDERIK. FOR THE FIRST TIME 
WHILE IN GERMANY I HEAR MOSSI, THE 
MOST COMMON LANGUAGE IN BURKINA 
FASO.

Neyi beogo. 
Lafi beme?

I WAS JUST AT 
THE MUSEUM.

THERE ARE MANY 
CRIMES TO SEE.

SOME OF THEM ARE 
STILL TOO FRESH FOR A 
MUSEUM. 

LOOK HERE, 
THIS BOOK.

BUT THE COLONIAL 
HISTORY IS OVER. 

FREDERIK TELLS ME ABOUT MASSACRES 
COMMITTED BY A RWANDAN MILITIA IN  
CONGO. DURING THE MASSACRES, THEIR 
LEADERS LIVED IN GERMANY. THE BOOK 
DOCUMENTS THE CASE IN MUCH DETAIL.

THIS IS EXACTLY THE STORY I HAVE BEEN 
LOOKING FOR. A MASSACRE IN CONGO AND 
THE PEOPLE INVOLVED LIVE IN EUROPE. HOW 
COULD THAT HAPPEN?

Neyi beogo! 
Mana wana! 
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I LEAVE CORRECTIV AND 
RETURN TO MY APARTMENT 
IN BERLIN. I DIVE INTO THE HISTORY OF RELATIONS BETWEEN 

GERMANY AND EAST AFRICA. THEY ARE MUCH DEEPER THAN I 
ANTICIPATED.

THIS HISTORY CAN HELP ME UNDERSTAND WHY RELATIONS 
WITH THE FORMER COLONIAL POWER OF FRANCE HAVE STAYED 
IN PLACE FOR SO LONG IN MY COUNTRY BURKINA FASO 
- WITH ALL OF ITS BAD INFLUENCE ON OUR ATTEMPTS TO 
CREATE A DEMOCRACY.
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IN THE GERMAN COLONY OF EAST AFRICA, THE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH TAKES OVER THE INDOCTRINATION OF THE 
POPULATION. 

THE COLONIAL POWERS ARE USING THE TRICK ALL RULERS 
APPLY: THEY DIVIDE. BELGIUM EVEN CREATES NEW IDENTITIES 
IN THE REGION FOR THIS PURPOSE: THEY DIVIDE THE 
POPULATION INTO HUTU AND TUTSI. 

TO THIS DAY, HISTORIANS ARE PUZZLED ABOUT WHAT THE 
DIFFERENCE ORIGINALLY WAS.

MAYBE IT WAS SIMPLY DIFFERENT 
PROFESSIONS THAT EXISTED IN PAST 
CENTURIES AT THE ROYAL COURT IN 
RWANDA. THAT WOULD MEAN THAT 
SOMEBODY COULD BE HUTU, AND THEN 
TUTSI. OR THE OTHER WAY AROUND. 

IN ANY CASE, THEY WERE NOT 
DIFFERENT ETHNIC GROUPS. UNTIL THE 
EUROPEANS INVENTED THEM IN ORDER 
TO RULE.

AFTER THE SECOND WORLD WAR, GERMANY REMAINS TRUE TO ITS FORMER COLONY. 

GERMAN DEVELOPMENT AID SUPPORTS THE COUNTRY, DESPITE THE FACT THAT THE 
MILITARY RULER JUVÉNAL HABYARIMANA, WHO CAME TO POWER IN 1973, CARRIES ON 
WITH THE DIVISION FROM THE COLONIAL TIME. HIS RULE MADE A CIVIL SOCIETY 
CAPABLE OF PROTECTING THE COUNTRY FROM INTERNAL CONFLICTS IMPOSSIBLE.

THE GERMAN ARMY PROVIDES TRAINING TO OFFICERS OF THE RWANDAN ARMY. SHORTLY 
AFTER, ONE OF THEM IS INVOLVED IN ONE OF THE DARKEST CHAPTER OF AFRICAN 
HISTORY.
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AT THE BEGINNING OF THE 1990S, THE CONFLICT BETWEEN HUTU AND TUTSI 
ESCALATES INTO AN OPEN CIVIL WAR. WHEN ON APRIL 6TH, 1994, THE AIRPLANE 
OF HUTU-RULER HABYARIMANA IS SHOT DOWN, HIS GOVERNMENT RALLIES THE 
HUTU FOR THE MURDERING OF THE TUTSI PEOPLE. 

A REMAINDER OF THE BELGIAN COLONIAL RULERS AIDS THE PERPETRATORS. EVEN 
DECADES LATER, THE ETHNICITY OF THE POPULATION IS RECORDED ON THE ID 
CARDS.

MANY VICTIMS LOOK FOR SANCTUARY IN CHURCHES. BUT IN VAIN: SOME 
PRIESTS AND BISHOPS OF THE HUTU SURRENDER THE TUTSI TO THE KILLERS. ONE 
OF THE FIRST MASSACRES OCCURS IN THE CATHOLIC ST. JEAN CHURCH IN THE 
CAPITAL KIGALI.

THE RADIO STATION MILLE COLLINES PLAYS A DECISIVE ROLE IN THE 
MASSACRES. THE HARDLINERS IN THE HUTU GOVERNMENT ESTABLISHED IT, 
BECAUSE THE NATIONAL RADIO WAS GIVING TOO MUCH SPACE TO THE 
OPPOSITION FOR THEIR TASTE. 

THE STATION WAS INCITING AGGRESSION AMONGST THE HUTU POPULATION 
TOWARDS THE TUTSI. ITS SPEAKERS ALSO INFORMED THE PERPETRATORS OF 
AREAS WHERE VICTIMS WERE STILL HIDING. 

DURING A TIME WITHOUT MOBILE PHONE AND INTERNET THE GENOCIDE WOULD 
PROBABLY NOT HAVE REACHED SUCH A MAGNITUDE HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR 

RADIO MILLE COLLINES. A POLITICAL FOUNDATION FROM GERMANY IS 
SAID TO HAVE TRAINED THE STATION‘S STAFF PRIOR TO 

THE GENOCIDE.

Here are their names, where they live and their license plates!!!

Find the cockroaches

There are no dead bodies in the streets yet!

Kill, Kill
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AFTER 100 DAYS THE DEATH TOLL REACHED ONE MILLION PEOPLE, MOST OF THEM TUTSI. THE 
EXACT NUMBER IS UNKNOWN TO THIS DAY. SLAYED WITH MACHETES AND STICKS, SHOT TO 
DEATH OR BURNED ALIVE. 

THE GENOCIDE ENDS WHEN A TUTSI-MILITIA ASSUMES CONTROL OF THE COUNTRY. THIS 
MILITIA, NAMED RPF, WAS FOUNDED BY TUTSI REFUGEES WHO FLED TO NEIGHBORING 
UGANDA MANY DECADES BEFORE, AFTER THE HUTU CAME TO POWER.

THIS HAS BEEN GOING ON FOR DECADES: THE CONFLICT BETWEEN HUTU AND TUTSI DOESN‘T 
JUST DESTABILIZE RWANDA, BUT THE ENTIRE REGION OF THE GREAT LAKES IN EAST AFRICA. 

THIS TIME AROUND THE HUTU ARE FLEEING THE COUNTRY. THEY FEAR THAT THE TUTSI WILL 
TAKE REVENGE. MEDIA COVERAGE IN EUROPE ONLY STARTS WITH THE RESULTING STREAM 
OF REFUGEES. THE PRECEDING MASSACRES DID NOT MAKE IT TO THE TV SCREENS. PERHAPS 
THAT‘S WHY THEIR LEADERS THEN HAVE IT SO EASY IN EUROPE.

MANY HUTU ESCAPE BY CROSSING THE BORDER INTO THE CONGO. THEY GATHER IN LARGE 
REFUGEE CAMPS IN AFFORESTED, DIFFICULT TO REACH MOUNTAINS OF THE EAST CONGO.

THEIR LEADERS SOON BEGIN PLANNING THE RETURN TO RWANDA IN THE JUNGLE. 
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God protects us

Director Committee

TAXES

Gold Trading

IN 2000 SOME HUTU LEADERS ESTABLISHED A NEW MILITIA IN 
THE KIVU PROVINCES OF THE EAST CONGO, THE FDLR: FORCES 
DEMOCRATIQUES POUR LA LIBERATION DE RWANDA.

THE FDLR IS MORE THAN A MILITIA WITH WARRIORS IN 
RUBBER BOOTS FIGHTING IN THE JUNGLE. THEIR LEADERS ARE 
THINKING UP AN ENTIRE STATE WITH MINISTERS, TAXES AND 
ACCOUNTANCY. IN CASE THEY MANAGE TO RETURN TO RWANDA 
ONE DAY.

THE FIGHTERS ARE VERY FAITHFUL. THE MILITIA CONSIDERS 
THE RETURN TO RWANDA A RELIGIOUS PROPHECY. THAT GIVES 
THEM THE STRENGTH TO ENDURE THE JUNGLE FOR SO LONG.

TWO OF THEIR FOUNDER RECEIVED TRAINING FROM 
THE GERMAN ARMY. DURING THE MORNING ROLL CALL, A 
COMMANDER SHOUTS: GUTEN MORGEN! THAT STRENGTHENS HIS 
ACCEPTANCE AMONG THE FIGHTERS.

YET FOR INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION, THE FDLR NEEDS 
LEADERS WHO ARE NOT CONNECTED TO THE GENOCIDE IN 
RWANDA. 

THUS, FOR THEIR FOUNDING MEETING, ONE OF THEM TRAVELS 
THERE FROM FAR AWAY: FROM GERMANY.
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I WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE LINKS OF 
THE FDLR TO GERMANY. THEREFORE I DRIVE 
ACROSS GERMANY, TO THE RUHR AREA. 
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FREDERIK AND I MEET WITH BIANCA SCHMOLZE IN BOCHUM. 
SHE WORKS AT THE REFUGEE AID. SHE IS ONE OF THE AUTHORS 
OF THE BOOK "TATORT KONGO - PROZESS IN DEUTSCHLAND“.

MISS SCHMOLZE HAS SO MUCH TO TELL US. SHE HAS DOCUMENTED A 
TRIAL AGAINST THE LEADERS OF THE FDLR. FOR MANY YEARS, SHE 
ATTENDED THE COURT ON EVERY DAY OF THE PROCEEDINGS.

THE POLITICAL LEADERSHIP OF MILITIA LIVES IN GERMANY. 
FREDERIK AND I DECIDE TO LOOK AT THE LIFE OF ONE OF THEM: 
IGNACE MURWANASHYAKA.

A defendant read a statement for ten days.

The Church helped with integration

victim witnesses

international law

PENAL CODE
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IGNACE MURWANASHYAKA WAS BORN IN 1963. A PRIEST FROM GERMANY 
EDUCATED HIM AT A CATHOLIC MISSION SCHOOL IN RWANDA. 

IN THE 1980S, MURWANASHYAKA, LIKE MANY OTHER STUDENTS, CAME FROM 
RWANDA TO GERMANY. ONLY SYMPATHIZERS OF THE REGIME OF RULER 
HABYARIMANA WERE ABLE TO RECEIVE ONE OF THE HIGHLY SOUGHT-AFTER 
SCHOLARSHIPS ABROAD.

A CATHOLIC MUNICIPALITY AND A FRANCISCAN MONASTERY IN 
RHINELAND FINANCE HIS STUDIES AND OBTAIN A WORK PERMIT FOR HIM.

AFTER THE GENOCIDE IN RWANDA, MURWANASHYAKA ORGANIZES PROTESTS 
AGAINST THE NEW TUTSI GOVERNMENT. HE LIVED IN BONN AT THAT TIME.

IN 2000, MURWANASHYAKA APPLIES FOR ASYLUM IN 
GERMANY. IN HIS APPLICATION HE DENIES THE GENOCIDE 
AGAINST THE TUTSI. INSTEAD, HE CLAIMS THE TUTSI HAD 
MURDERED THE HUTU. AS A RESULT HIS LIFE WAS IN DANGER, 
SUPPOSEDLY. 

DESPITE THIS DISTORTION OF HISTORY, EVERYTHING HAPPENS 
SWIFTLY: HE FILES HIS APPLICATION IN JANUARY, RECEIVE 
ASYLUM IN FEBRUARY AND A GERMAN PASSPORT IN MARCH. 
THIS ALLOWS HIM TO TAKE PART IN THE FOUNDATION OF THE 
FDLR IN MAY 2000. 
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IN 2001 HE BECAME PRESIDENT OF THE 
FDLR. BUT HE WAS MORE THAN A POLITICAL 
LEADER. THE MILITIA SAW A KIND OF 
PROPHET IN HIM WHO WOULD SECURE 
THEIR RETURN TO A LOST LAND.

DURING THIS ENTIRE TIME HE LIVED IN 
GERMANY. 

BETWEEN MY TRAVELS I DRAW AT THE 
CORRECTIV NEWSROOM. I THINK 
ABOUT MURWANASHYAKA.
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NEXT I TRAVEL TO SOUTHERN GERMANY. 
MURWANASHYAKA LIVED IN MANNHEIM 
SINCE 2001.

I WANT TO FOLLOW HIS TRACKS THERE.
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I SPEND THE NIGHT NEAR THE TRAIN STATION. WHILE HAVING 
BREAKFAST, I MARK THE POINTS WHERE MURWANASHYAKA LIVED: HIS 
APARTMENT, HIS CHURCH.

AGAIN AND AGAIN IN THIS STORY 
OF COLONIAL RULE, GENOCIDES AND 
MASSACRES I ENCOUNTER THE CHURCH.

AT THE BAHNHOFSTRASSE IN MANNHEIM, 
WHERE MURWANASHYAKA HAD LIVED, I 
STAND BEFORE A STATUE OF THE VIRGIN 
MARY.
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I SIT DOWN AT A CAFE AND CONTINUE TO 
READ ABOUT MURWANASHYAKA‘S LIFE. 

 

IN THE MORNING HE TAKES HIS SON TO 
THE KINDERGARTEN. HE LIVES OFF OF 
UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS AND CAN DEVOTE ALL 
HIS TIME TO FDLR WORK. 

ON MAY 31ST, 2000, HE REGISTERS THE 
FDLR.ORG WEBSITE, THE MILITIA‘S MOST 
IMPORTANT PROPAGANDA INSTRUMENT.
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MURWANASHYAKA, THE PRESIDENT, THE POLITICAL LEADER OF THE FDLR, 
KEEPS A LOW PROFILE.

MURWANASHYAKA IS VERY RELIGIOUS. A FRANCISCAN MONASTERY IN 
COLOGNE EMPLOYED HIM IN THE 2000S.

HE GOES TO PRAY AT A CHURCH IN MANNHEIM EVERY DAY. ON SUNDAYS, HE 
HELPS WHEEL-CHAIRED BELIEVERS ATTEND SERVICE. 

DURING THE WEEK HE WRITES THE MILITIA‘S PRESS RELEASES AND 
CONTINUES TO MAINTAIN CONTACT WITH MILITARY COMMANDERS IN THE 
EAST CONGO. 
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IN 2005 MURWANASHYAKA TRAVELS TO THE CONGO. 
THERE, IT IS SAID, HE PAID 250,000 US DOLLARS, 
WHICH HE SUPPOSEDLY RECEIVED FROM THE 
CONGOLESE GOVERNMENT, TO THE FDLR FIGHTERS. 
10 DOLLARS FOR EVERY ONE, TO BUY BOOTS. 

IN NOVEMBER 2005, THE UN SECURITY 
COUNCIL IMPOSES SANCTIONS AGAINST 
MURWANASHYAKA AND THE COMMANDER 
OF THE FDLR MILITIA. MURWANASHYAKA‘S 
TRAVELS ARE NOW RESTRICTED TO COUNTRIES 
WHOSE PASSPORT HE HOLDS. 

THUS THANKS TO HIS GERMAN 
PASSPORT, MURWANASHYAKA COULD 
STILL TRAVEL BACK AND FORTH 
BETWEEN GERMANY AND UGANDA, 
AND FROM THERE CROSS THE BORDER 
INTO THE CONGO.
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ON NOVEMBER 9TH, 2005, THE EUROPEAN UNION FOLLOWS SUIT: IT FREEZES 
MURWANASHYAKA‘S FUNDS. HE IS ACCUSED OF HAVING VIOLATED THE 
WEAPON EMBARGO AGAINST THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO.

NOW GERMANY IS UNDER PRESSURE: THE FEDERAL OFFICE OF MIGRATION 
AND REFUGEES (BAMF) CANCELS HIS ASYLUM STATUS IN EARLY 2006. 
WHEN HE LANDS AT THE FRANKFURT AIRPORT SHORTLY AFTER, HE IS 
PRESENTED WITH THE NOTICE. MURWANASHYAKA TURNS HIMSELF IN TO THE 
POLICE IN MANNHEIM, WHERE HE‘S DETAINED PENDING DEPORTATION. 

HIS ARREST IS A SHOCK FOR THE FDLR TROOPS IN THE EAST CONGO. 

HIS LAWYER ACCOMPLISHES HIS RELEASE AFTER 19 DAYS. 

MURWANASHYAKA‘S DEPORTATION IS SUSPENDED. MANY YEARS GO BY BEFORE 
HE IS FINALLY DEPRIVED OF HIS ASYLUM STATUS.

THE CITY OF MANNHEIM DEMANDS THAT MURWANASHYAKA CEASES HIS 
POLITICAL WORK. 

HE DOES NOT COMPLY. 
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IN EARLY 2009, THE FDLR FINDS ITSELF IN A SERIOUS PREDICAMENT. 
THE RWANDAN ARMY TEAMS UP WITH THE CONGOLESE TROOPS AGAINST 
THE FDLR. THUS FAR, THE CONGOLESE GOVERNMENT IN KINSHASA HAD 
PROTECTED THE FDLR. 

THE CHANGEOVER PUTS THE FDLR IN A PRECARIOUS POSITION. THEIR 
ENEMIES INITIATE A JOINT MILITARY OPERATION AGAINST THE FDLR IN 
JANUARY 2009: THEY NAME THEIR OPERATION UMOJA WETU. IN SPRING, 
THE RWANDAN ARMY RETREATS. 

CONGOLESE TROOPS CONTINUE TO ADVANCE AGAINST THE FDLR ALL YEAR.
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THE FDLR‘S OPPONENTS INTEND TO DEMOLISH THE 
MILITIA‘S SUPPORT BY THE LOCAL POPULATION. WITH A 
CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE FDLR, THEY GO FROM VILLAGE 
TO VILLAGE.

AS A RESULT, THE SITUATION OF THE FDLR TROOPS 
FURTHER DETERIORATES. PREVIOUSLY, THE MILITIA HAD 
LITTLE TO FEAR FROM THE LOCAL POPULATION. 

AT THE END OF APRIL 2009, CONGOLESE TROOPS AND 
LOCAL MILITIAS ALSO KILL A LARGE NUMBER OF 
RWANDAN REFUGEES AS A RESULT OF THEIR ATTACKS ON 
THE FDLR.
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THE FDLR ACCUSES THE POPULATION IN THE EAST CONGO OF 
WORKING WITH THEIR ENEMIES FROM RWANDA AND THE CONGO. IN 
TARGETED ACTS OF REVENGE, THEY ATTACK A NUMBER OF VILLAGES: 
KIPOPO ON FEBRUARY 13TH, MIANGA ON APRIL 12TH. THE MILITIA 
MURDERS CIVILIANS AND BURNS DOWN HOMES.

IT’S ALL FAKE NEWS, MURWANASHYAKA CLAIMS IN THE PRESS 
RELEASES HE POSTS ON FDLR.ORG. MADE UP BY HUMAN RIGHTS 
ORGANIZATIONS AND THE UNITED NATIONS. THEIR ONLY GOAL 
BEING TO DISCREDIT THE FDLR.

JOURNALISTS WHO REPORT ON THE ATROCITIES ARE SUPPOSEDLY 
PAID OFF. IN AN INTERVIEW WITH THE BBC, IGNACE 
MURWANASHYAKA SAYS AID THAT FDLR FIGHTERS WHO HAD DEFECTED 
TO THE RWANDAN ARMY WERE RESPONSIBLE. 

BUT MURWANASHYAKA KNOWS THE TRUTH. HE IS IN CONSTANT 
CONTACT WITH THE LOCAL TROOPS, SUPPORTING THEIR MORALE. 

AND HE SPECIFICALLY SUPPORTS THE MILITARY OPERATIONS OF THE 
FDLR ON THE GROUND: HE PAYS FOR THE SATELLITE PHONES OF LOCAL 
COMMANDERS. THIS ALLOWS THEM TO COORDINATE THEIR ATTACKS.
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THE VILLAGE BUSURUNGI. 700 HOUSES, INCLUDING A CHURCH, 
A SCHOOL AND A SMALL CLINIC. THE CONGOLESE TROOPS 
POSITIONED THEMSELVES AT THE EDGE OF THE TOWN. 
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ON MAY 10TH, 2009, AT 2 IN THE MORNING, HUNDREDS OF 
FDLR FIGHTERS ATTACK THE VILLAGE.

THE ATTACKERS 
INDISCRIMINATELY 
SHOOT AT THE HOUSES, NOT 
DIFFERENTIATING BETWEEN 
SOLDIERS AND CIVILIANS. THE 
VILLAGE‘S DEFENDERS QUICKLY 
FLEE. THE FDLR KILLS AT LEAST 
96 PEOPLE IN BUSURUNGI: 
THEY CHOP THE VICTIMS TO 
DEATH WITH MACHETES, CUT 
THEIR THROATS OR 
BURN THEM IN THEIR 
HOUSES. 
THEN THEY BURN 
DOWN THE 
ENTIRE 
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A UN HELICOPTER ARRIVES AT THE VILLAGE 
FIVE DAYS AFTER THE MASSACRE. SMOKE 
IS STILL RISING TO THE SKY. THE AREA 
REMAINS UNPOPULATED FOR ONE AND A 
HALF YEARS.
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NGOS ESTIMATED THAT FDLR ATTACKS IN 
2009 RESULTED IN THE LOSS OF 1,000 
LIVES AND THE RAPE OF 7,000 GIRLS AND 
WOMEN. THE MASSACRES ARE GIVING 
RISE TO A NEW STREAM OF REFUGEES: 
NOW THE TUTSI ARE FLEEING.

AT THE UNITED NATIONS OFFICE IN GOMA, THE UN EMPLOYEES HAVE 
LONG LEARNED OF THE SIGNIFICANCE THE FDLR PRESIDENT RESIDING 
IN GERMANY CARRIES FOR THE MILITIA. 

THEY ASK THEMSELVES WHY GERMAN AUTHORITIES AREN‘T DOING 
ANYTHING TO WITHDRAW THE SUPPORT OF LOCAL COMMANDERS 
COMING FROM GERMANY AND PUT A STOP TO THE FDLR PROPAGANDA.

THE GERMAN POLICE WIRETAPS 
MURWANASHYAKA, BUT DOES NOT TAKE 
ANY ACTION.
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IT ISN‘T UNTIL NOVEMBER 17TH, 2009, 
THAT THE JUDICIARY SYSTEM FINALLY 
HAS MURWANASHYAKA ARRESTED AT AN 
APARTMENT IN KARLSRUHE.

A FEW HOURS LATER A UN COMMITTEE MEETING TAKES 
PLACE IN NEW YORK, WHERE THE UN CONDEMNS THE FDLR 
MASSACRES. 

IS THE ARREST JUST A FEW HOURS PRIOR A COINCIDENCE? 
OR WERE THE GERMAN AUTHORITIES WANTING TO ESCAPE 
EMBARRASSING CRITICISM AT THE LAST MOMENT?
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I TRAVEL TO STUTTGART. IT IS 
THE PLACE WHERE GERMANY 
FINALLY DEALT WITH THE 
CRIMES OF THE FDLR. 

I VISIT THE COURT IN WHICH 
MURWANASHYAKA AND THE VICE-PRESIDENT 
OF THE FDLR, WHO HAD ALSO LIVED IN 
GERMANY, WERE BROUGHT TO JUSTICE.
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MAY 4th 2011

Sept. 28th 2015

THE TRIAL TAKES FOUR YEARS. FOR A LONG TIME THERE‘S 
ALMOST NO PROGRESS. 

THE PERPETRATORS LIVED IN GERMANY, THE CRIMES TOOK 
PLACE IN THE EAST CONGO. THE COURT MUST ALIGN 
INTERNATIONAL LAW WITH THE GERMAN CRIMINAL 
PROCEEDINGS. WITNESSES OF THE MASSACRES ARE HEARD BY 
THE COURT VIA VIDEO CONFERENCE.  

IT IS THE FIRST TRIAL OF ITS KIND IN GERMANY. 
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ON SEPTEMBER 28TH, 2015, THE HIGHER REGIONAL COURT IN STUTTGART 
FINDS MURWANASHYAKA GUILTY OF LEADERSHIP IN A TERRORIST 
ASSOCIATION AND AIDING FOUR WAR CRIMES, SENTENCING HIM TO 13 
YEARS IN PRISON.

MURWANASHYAKA REMAINED PRESIDENT OF THE FDLR. 

THE MILITIA CONTINUED ITS BATTLE IN THE REGION OF THE GREAT 
LAKES.
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I PACK MY THINGS AND VISIT 
CORRECTIV ONCE MORE. 

I SAY GOODBYE TO FREDERIK AND HIS COLLEAGUES AND HOPE 
TO MEET THEM AGAIN ONE DAY IN BURKINA FASO. HOPEFULLY 
THE CRIMES IN MY COUNTRY WILL ONE DAY BE AS WELL 
DOCUMENTED AS THE MASSACRES OF THE FDLR IN CONGO.

Farewell from Berlin
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I TAKE A LAST WALK THROUGH BERLIN. IN THE AFRICAN 
DISTRICT, STREETS AND PLACES HAVE BEEN NAMED AFTER WAR 
CRIMINALS FOR A CENTURY. THEY COMMITTED MURDERS IN THE 
GERMAN COLONIES IN AFRICA. 

IN SPRING 2018, THE DISTRICT DECIDED TO NAME THE STREETS 
AFTER RESISTANCE FIGHTERS. THE DEBATE ABOUT IT LASTED 
MORE THAN TEN YEARS.

THE AMBITION OF CHANGING OUR VIEW OF THE COMMON 
HISTORY OF AFRICA AND EUROPE WILL TAKE TIME. IT IS NOT 
EASY TO CONCERN ONESELF WITH THE PAST. 

THE STORY OF MURWANASHYAKA: AFRICA AND EUROPE ARE 
CONNECTED BY MANY CRIMES. 

BUT US ARTISTS AND JOURNALISTS CAN CONNECT THE 
CONTINENTS AS WELL. WE, TOO, CAN COOPERATE. 

WE CAN SEEK THE TRUTH.
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Grégory Dabilougou, BORN IN 1981, IS AN ARTIST WITH ROOTS IN 
FRANCE AND BURKINA FASO. GREG HAS PUSHED OPEN THE DOOR 
TO ART VIA GRAFFITI. EARLY ON, HE BEGAN COVERING THE WALLS OF 
HIS CITY. HE FOUND HIS INSPIRATION AND HIS ARTIST NAME IN THE 
STREETS: EL MARTO. HE QUICKLY TRIED TO INITIATE HIMSELF IN OTHER 
TECHNIQUES. GREG STUDIED VISUAL COMMUNICATION AT THE CAMBRAI 
UNIVERSITY OF ART AND COMMUNICATION AND AT THE ART ACADEMIES 
OF AMIENS AND HELSINKI. HE COMPLETED HIS EDUCATION AT THE 
CULTURAL CENTER HANGAR 11 IN OUAGADOUGOU.

E-Mail: elfasostudio@gmail.com
Facebook: elmarto.illustration
Instagram : elmarto_ouaga 

Frederik Richter, BORN IN 1979, IS A JOURNALIST AT CORRECTIV. TO FREDERIK, A GOOD 
INVESTIGATION CROSSES BORDERS. AS A RESULT, HIS TOPICS COVER INTERNATIONAL 
CORRUPTION CASES, ARMS EXPORTS, CAPITAL MARKETS AND ORGANIZED CRIME. FREDERIK 
LIKES TO FOLLOW ABANDONED PATHS, LISTEN TO THE LOSERS OF A DEAL AND READ THROUGH 
THE FOOTNOTES OF BALANCE SHEETS. A JOURNALIST MUST BE A STRANGER: ONLY THEN CAN 
HE ASK THE RIGHT QUESTIONS.

PRIOR TO HIS TIME AT CORRECTIV, FREDERIK WORKED IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST AND SOUTHEAST ASIA FOR OVER 10 YEARS. THERE HE, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, INVESTIGATED THE FUNDING OF RULING FAMILIES AND 
GENERALS AND REPORTED ON THE ARAB SPRING.

E-Mail: frederik.richter@correctiv.org
Twitter: twitter.com/frederikrichter

WE REVEAL SOCIAL MISCONDITIONS

CORRECTIV WISHES TO MAKE ILLUMINATING JOUR-

NALISM ACCESSIBLE TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE PUB-

LIC IN GERMANY. THIS IS MORE NECESSARY THAN 

EVER. THE WORLD KEEPS BECOMING MORE COM-

PLEX. AT THE SAME TIME, MEDIA DIVERSITY IS 

DECLINING AS TRADITIONAL MEDIA FIGHTS WITH 

OBSOLETE BUSINESS MODELS. WE STRENGTHEN 

THE GUARDIAN FUNCTION OF THE FOURTH ESTATE. 

ANYONE CAN USE OUR RESEARCH FREE OF CHARGE. 

IT APPEARS ONLINE, IN LOCAL MAGAZINES, NATIO-

NAL MEDIA, TV AND RADIO. BY SUPPORTING US YOU 

WILL ALSO STRENGTHEN THE QUALITY OF JOUR-

NALISM IN GERMANY OVERALL.

OUR TOPICS: DEMOCRACY AND FREEDOM

OUR TOPICS ARE DIVERSE: WE INVESTIGATE HOW 

PEOPLE ARE ALREADY BEING AFFECTED BY CLIMATE 

CHANGE - AND WHAT WE CAN DO. WE INFORM ON 

THE „NEUE RECHTE“ [„NEW RIGHT“, RIGHT-WING 

POLITICAL MOVEMENT] THAT ENDANGERS OUR 

DEMOCRACY. WE REPORT ON AFFORDABLE LIVING 

SPACE, AS WELL AS CORRUPTION IN MEDICINE AND 

POLITICS. 

ABOUT US: INDEPENDENT AND TRANSPARENT

CORRECTIV EMPLOYS OVER 40 PEOPLE. AS A 

NON-PROFIT RESEARCH CENTER, WE AT CORREC-

TIV ANSWER ONLY TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC. WE 

ARE FINANCING OUR EFFORTS IN PARTICULAR 

THROUGH DONATIONS AND CONTRIBUTIONS 

FROM CITIZENS AND FOUNDATIONS. THAT IS HOW 

WE REMAIN INDEPENDENT. WE ARE TRANSPARENT 

AND PUBLISH OUR FINANCES AND SPONSORS. OUR 

EDITORIAL WORK IS CONTROLLED BY AN ETHICS 

COUNCIL. 

SUPPORT CORRECTIV

THROUGH YOUR SUPPORT, YOU CAN ENSURE THAT 

WE TAKE ON THE LONG-TERM ISSUES THAT AFFECT 

ALL OF US. YOU PROTECT INDEPENDENT, NON-PRO-

FIT AND PASSIONATE JOURNALISM AND STRENGT-

HEN THE DEMOCRATIC CULTURE. YOU SUPPORT 

THE DIVERSITY OF OPINION IN GERMANY.

BIOGRAPHIES CORRECTIV – 
INVESTIGATIONS IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST

ENLIGHTENING 
JOURNALISM REQUIRES INDEPENDENT 

FUNDING 

PARTICIPATE:
https://correctiv.org/en/become-member/

106 107



shop.correctiv.org

THIS WORK IS PRIMARILY BASED ON VERDICT 5 - 3 STE 6/10 OF THE STUTTGART HIGHER 
REGIONAL COURT FROM SEPTEMBER 28TH, 2015, AND ON THE TITLE TATORT KONGO - PROZESS 
IN DEUTSCHLAND BY AUTHORS DOMINIC JOHNSON, SIMONE SCHLINDWEIN AND BIANCA 
SCHMOLZE, PUBLISHED BY THE CH. LINKS VERLAG.

IN PARTICULAR, WE THANK BIANCA SCHMOLZE FOR HER TIME AND HER INSIGHTS INTO THE 
FDLR TRIAL.

THIS PUBLICATION WAS SPONSORED BY THE OPEN SOCIETY FOUNDATIONS.
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In the CORRECTIV online shop:  
Graphic Novels and Books

OUR COMPLETE OFFER OF BOOKS CAN BE FOUND AT:

Weisse Wölfe [WHITE WOLVES] A GRAPHIC NOVEL ON 

RIGHT-WING TERROR IN EUROPE. BRUTALLY HONEST.

15,00 EURO

Der Beeinflussungsapparat [THE INFLUENCING MACHINE]  

HOW THE INTERNET IS SHAKING UP THE STATE OF 

JOURNALISM. AMUSING. GRAPHIC. 20,00 EURO
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WHY IS AFRICA‘S HISTORY SO BLOODY? 
 WITH THIS QUESTION IN MIND, THE ARTIST EL MARTO 

TRAVELS FROM BURKINA FASO TO BERLIN - TO THE CITY, IN WHICH 
THE AFRICAN CONTINENT WAS ONCE DIVIDED.

HERE HE DISCOVERS THAT THE AFTERMATH OF GERMANY‘S COLONIAL 
HISTORY CONTINUES TO HAVE A LASTING EFFECT. EVEN TODAY, CRIMES 

ARE HAPPENING IN AFRICA, WHICH GERMANY COULD PREVENT. 
A RWANDAN MILITIA COMMITS MASSACRES AGAINST THE CIVIL 

POPULATION IN EASTERN CONGO - ITS LEADERS LIVE IN GERMANY.

THE ARTIST EL MARTO AND THE JOURNALIST FREDERIK RICHTER TURN 
THIS CASE INTO AN ILLUSTRATED JOURNEY BETWEEN EUROPE AND 

AFRICA. BECAUSE THE TWO CONTINENTS ARE CONNECTED BY MORE 
THAN JUST CRIME.
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ISBN 978-3-9817400-8-0
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