
CO� ECTIV, the first non-profit investigative newsr� m in Germany, was 
founded in 2014. One of its key ideas is to su� ort and strengthen journalism 

by finding new ways of story-te� ing, thereby a� racting new audiences. 
CO� ECTIV therefor has turned several of its investigations into graphic 

novels.

Why is Africa’s history so bl� dy? With this question in mind, the artist 
El Marto travels from Burkina Faso to Berlin – to the city, in which the 

African continent was once divided. 

Here he discovers that the aftermath of Germany’s colonial history 
continues to have a lasting e� ect. Even today, crimes are ha� ening in Africa, 

which Germany could prevent. A Rwanda militia co� its ma� acres against 
the civil population in eastern Congo – its leaders live in Germany.

The artist El Marto and the journalist Frederik Richter turn this case into an 
i� ustrated journey betw� n Europe and Africa. Because the two continents 

are co� ected by more than just crime.

Work on this graphic project was funded by the Open Society Foundations. 
You can find more about CO� ECTIV at 

co� ectiv.org.

Comics für die
Gesellschaft





El Marto is an artist with r� ts both in Africa and 
in Europe. He has a question on his mind: why is the 
history of Africa so bl� dy? And which role does 

Europe play in that?
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In Berlin, El Marto discovers Germany’s 
colonial past when visiting an exhibition 

at a local museum. 
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El Marto discovers that some of 
today’s political conflicts in Africa can 

be traced back a�  the way to the time when 
Germany maintained colonies in Africa.
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In 2000, Hutu leaders who had fled Rwanda 
to eastern Congo after the 1994 genocide 

created a new militia: the Forces Democratiques 
pour la Liberation (FDLR). Their ultimate goal: 

to return to Rwanda. 

Its political leadership was living far away: 
in Germany. 
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FDLR President Ignace Murwanashyaka had 
a� ived in Germany in the 1980s. Helped 

with his integration by the German church, 
he was living a quiet life in the south 

of Germany.
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But he also help spread the militia’s propaganda 
and a� isted its military co� anders in maintaining 
their co� unication at a time when the militia was 
conducting several ma� acres against the civilian 

population in eastern Congo in 2009.
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German authorities long turned a blind 
eye to the FDLR activities. Eventua� y, Murwanashyaka 

was a� ested and sentenced to prison by 
a German court. 

El Marto hopes that one day the political 
crimes and the violence wi�  one day be 

documented as we�  as the FDLR ma� acres 
in Congo.
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